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CHARITY AND SOCIAL SERVICE AWARD

Inspired by the Apostolic visit 
Pope Benedict XVI

Christ Our Hope

15-19 April 2008

Celebrating an essential aspect of the treasures of our faith
Charity in Action
“To cultivate love of neighbor … [Putting] yourselves and your human talents and professional abilities at the service of the common good and of truth … [by becoming] credible witnesses of Christian hope.”
(Pope Benedict XVI to the Youth of the World on the 24th World Youth Day, February 22, 2009)
THE EMBLEM OF THE AWARD 

The marble rondel located in the Southeast Nave of the Great Upper Church of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (BNSIC):   “Charity and Social Service” 
· The burning heart, a basket of bread = symbols of charity and social service.
· A ship and the Spirit = symbols of the Spirit lead Church.
GENERAL TIMELINE
2009 June – The Bishop designates a diocesan project manager.  The enclosed award information materials are transmitted from the Bishop to the diocesan project manager.
Each diocese is responsible for regulating its own level of participation and setting its own internal deadlines in order to submit a nominee to the BNSIC.
2009 December 8 – Immaculate Conception: Deadline for the submission of the diocesan nominee to the BNSIC.  
2010 February 16 -- Mardi Gras:  BNSIC Announcement of the five award recipients.
2010 April 11 -- Octave of Easter: Conferral of the Awards at the BNSIC 12 Noon Mass.  Announcement is made for the next conferral of awards in 2012.
WHO -- ELIGIBILITY
· Sophomores and Juniors in High School 
· Individuals

· Groups 
WHAT -- CRITERIA
The BNSIC wishes to acknowledge those Sophomores and Juniors in high school, who engage in works of mercy, i.e., charitable actions, by which they come to the aid of their neighbor in his/her spiritual and bodily necessities.”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2d edition. Vatican: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1997: § 2447.) 

By definition, “Mercy is the quality of care for another, willingness to make an effort, even at great sacrifice, to ease another’s pain, readiness to forgive, eagerness to help.”  (“Mercy,” The New Dictionary of Theology, Collegeville:  The Liturgical Press, 1991.)
The 14 Works of Mercy
· 7 Corporal Works of Mercy 

· Feed the hungry 

· Give drink to the thirsty 

· Clothe the naked 

· Shelter the homeless 

· Visit the sick 

· Visit those in prison 

· Bury the dead 
· 7 Spiritual Works of Mercy

· Convert the sinner

· Instruct the ignorant

· Counsel the doubtful

· Comfort the sorrowful

· Bear wrongs patiently

· Forgive injuries

· Pray for the living and the dead
· The need to be helped / relieved / comforted / aided / supported / assisted can be of either body or soul.

· Jesus invites his followers to recognize his own presence in the poor.  It is by what they have done for others that Jesus will recognize his chosen ones:   Mt 25: 31-46.
HOW -- NOMINATIONS
Each candidate (individual or group) is to submit a visual presentation no less than 2 minutes and no more than 3 minutes in length.  The accepted formats are:

· Video (3 minutes max)

· Power Point / Slide Show presentation  (3 minutes max)

Initial nominations are submitted to the designated Diocesan Office  

· Each diocesan office sets its own criteria and internal deadline/s.

Final nominations are sent to the BNSIC by the Diocesan Office in accord with the directives and criterion of the BNSIC.

· 2009 December 8 – Immaculate Conception – BNSIC Deadline
AWARD HONOREES
· 2010 February 16 -- Mardi Gras: BNSIC announces five award honorees.
· 2010 April 11 -- Octave of Easter:  BNSIC confers awards at the 12 Noon Mass 
· The five award honorees receive a paid trip to Washington, D.C.
· The BNSIC will cover the travel, room, and board of one individual per award honoree.  Please note: if a group is selected as an award honoree, the BNSIC will pay for one individual to represent the group to receive the award.  Others may come at their own expense.

“… the example of the saints invites us, then, to consider … [one of the] essential aspects of the treasure of our faith: … charity in action.


(Pope Benedict XVI, 19 April 2008, speaking to the youth at Yonkers, New York.)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Ms. Jacquelyn Hayes

Dr. Geraldine M. Rohling

Charity and Social Service Award

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

400 Michigan Ave., NE

Washington, D.C. 20017

www.nationalshrine.com/award
202-526-8300 
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