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“How awesome is this Shrine! This is nothing 
else but the abode of God, and that is the 

gateway to heaven.” (Genesis 28:17). These words 
from the Book of Genesis summarize the sentiments 
expressed by so many who visit Mary’s Shrine.  
They even use the word “awesome” to describe the 
beauty of this great national monument to Mary 
Immaculate! For almost 90 years, the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception has 
served as a “gateway” through which believers from 
all over the world, Catholic and non-Catholic alike, 
encounter the Lord through the guidance of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

In this Jubilee Year commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the dedication of Our Lady’s Shrine, 
we have cause to see how the words of Genesis have 
been fulfilled at Mary’s Shrine and how prophetic 
the words of the Shrine’s founder, Bishop Thomas  
J. Shahan, were: “Beneath these soaring arches and 
among these tall and slender columns, the soul 
experiences an awe…that betrays the near presence 
of God.”

Anniversary celebrations are always a time to review 
the past, to reflect on successes as well as failures, 
to evaluate the present and to look to the future.   
Thankfully, the successes of Mary’s Shrine have been 
abundant, our missteps few, our present vibrant and 
our future filled with hope.

Fifty years ago, the National Shrine was solemnly 
dedicated.  Although the superstructure was 
completed, the interior work continued. In the years 
following 1959, chapels, stained glass windows, 
statuary and mosaics were added. What had been 
“folly” to some, became a reality and now stands as 
a center of worship for the Catholic Church in the 
United States.

At the time of his visit to Mary’s Shrine in April 
2009, Pope Benedict XVI referred to Mary’s House 
as “a shrine of special significance to American 
Catholics.” This “significance” has been achieved 
because our faithful visitors and supporters have 

a great love and 
devotion to Our 
Lady, recognizing that 
in Mary, we have a 
tremendous “gateway” 
that leads to her Son. 

Countless numbers  
of pilgrims have  
flocked to Mary’s 
Shrine for nearly a 
century, looking to 
Mary as their advocate, 
their mentor and their inspiration. Our “significance” 
rests in how successful we are in assisting people 
along the path that leads to the presence of God. 
From the letters and the e-mails that I receive, as 
well as the verbal comments from our visitors, it is 
clear that Mary’s Shrine is a source of blessing for 
many. In times of difficulty and sorrow, joy and in 
thanksgiving, pilgrims come to Mary’s House in the 
same way a child seeks its mother’s embrace.

Of course, the building is just an instrument of 
God’s grace. Like sacramentals such as the Rosary 
or Scapular which serve as a vehicle for prayer, the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception is another “gateway” eliciting devotion 
and moving people to more fervent prayer. God 
changes hearts. Mary’s Shrine is simply the place 
where they become more receptive.

Please join me in thanking God for the blessing that 
Mary’s Shrine has been for the Catholic Church in 
our country and pray as well that Mary’s House will 
continue to serve as a “gateway to heaven” for the 
pilgrims and visitors who cross our threshold. 

Allow me to also thank you for the support, both 
spiritual and financial, which we have received from 
you, the American Catholic faithful. With the help 
of your relatives, families and friends, this great 
Shrine was built. Through your support we are able 
to continue in this profound ministry and it will be 
your future assistance that will take us into the next  
50 years and beyond.

May Mary Immaculate intercede on your behalf and 
may she direct our efforts in providing a “gateway 
to heaven” as together we look to see the face of her 
Son more clearly.

» Rector’s Message
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Mary’s Shrine
By Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi, J.C.L.

Bachrach

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic church 
dedicated to the patroness of our nation, is a place of worship, pilgrimage, evangelization  

and reconciliation. It offers visitors the occasion for a deepening conversion, a step forward in the 
journey to God, with Mary as the model for that journey. This monumental church, raised by 
Catholics of the United States because of their devotion to Mary the Mother of God, gives visibility 
to their faith and Catholic heritage. Mary’s Shrine invites people from across the country and 
beyond into the saving moment of faith, hope and charity, so that they may be reconciled and 
transformed into living symbols of Christ’s presence in the world. It is here that the faithful gather 
to worship God, give honor to Mary, and are sent to spread God’s word wherever they go.

MISSION STATEMENT

M a r y ’s  S h r i n e  v F a l l / W i n t e r  2 0 0 9



The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception will celebrate its 

Jubilee, as it did its dedication in 1959, with  
a Triduum. 

This three-day celebration will begin on 
Thursday, November 19, 2009, at 5 p.m., with 
an Opening Mass in the Basilica’s Great Upper 
Church.  Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of 
Washington, Chairman of the Basilica’s Board of 
Trustees, will be the principal celebrant. Bishop 
Michael J. Bransfield of Wheeling-Charleston, 
Rector of the Basilica from 1986-2005, will be 
the homilist. 

The Opening Mass will coincide with the 
closing of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops Fall Meeting in Baltimore, and 
many of the nation’s Bishops are expected to 
concelebrate.

On Saturday, November 21, at 3 p.m., the  
final Pilgrimage Saturday will be led by the 
Basilica’s Rector, Monsignor Walter R. Rossi. 
He will guide pilgrims to various chapels and 
oratories and lead the recitation of litanies, 
devotions and songs. 

Finally, on Sunday, November 22, 2009, 
Monsignor Rossi will celebrate Solemn Mass  
at 12 noon to close the Jubilee Year in the 
Basilica’s Great Upper Church, where the Solemn 
Mass of Dedication had taken place fifty years 
before, and where Masses have been celebrated 
ever since.

We welcome you to celebrate the culmination of our 
Jubilee Year with us through this Jubilee Triduum 
Celebration.  For more information, please visit 
www.nationalshrine.com/jubilee.

Jubilee Year Plenary Indulgence  
Granted by Pope Benedict XVI

As the fiftieth anniversary of the dedication 
of the National Shrine approaches on 

November 20, 2009, the Basilica reminds you 
of the opportunity to gain a plenary indulgence 
during its Jubilee Year as decreed by the Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict XVI, according to the 
following conditions:

For the period of the Jubilee, November 20, 2008 
– November 20, 2009, the Holy Father, Pope 
Benedict XVI, has granted a Plenary Indulgence 
(remission of temporal punishment due to sin) on 
the truly penitent members of the faithful who, 
on the usual conditions (sacramental Confession, 
Eucharistic Communion, prayers for the Holy 
Father’s intentions) duly fulfilled: a) If they  
undertake a sacred pilgrimage to the Upper 
Church of the Basilica of the National Shrine  
and they devoutly participate in the liturgical  
celebration or other pious exercise; b) if they visit 
the jubilee Temple [the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception] either  
alone or with a group and there at least devote 
themselves to pious considerations for an  

appropriate period of time to be  
concluded with the Our Father, 
Creed and invocations to  
the Immaculate Virgin Mary. 

The elderly, the infirm and everyone who for 
legitimate reason cannot leave their homes, joining 
themselves in heartfelt desire to others who will 
undertake a pious visitation or pilgrimage can 
likewise obtain a Plenary Indulgence, provided 
that, with a resolute detestation for every sin and 
with the intention of fulfilling, as soon as possible 
the three customary conditions, they recite  
devoutly the prayers before some sacred image 
as mentioned above and they humbly offer the 
illnesses or inconveniences of their own lives to 
the merciful God through Mary. (Decretum, 
Paenitentiaria Apostolica, September 26, 2008.)

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception is grateful to the Holy 
Father for granting the faithful this opportunity 
for a plenary indulgence in its Jubilee Year and 
invites all to obtain this special gift.
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Celebrating the Jubilee Triduum 
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On Sunday, June, 22, 2009, the Bishop 
of Livorno, Italy, and the pastor and 

parishioners of the parish of Saint Elizabeth  
Ann Seton, also in Livorno, gathered to celebrate 
a special Mass to dedicate their gift of a beautiful 
mosaic of Our Lady of Montenero to the  
Basilica of the National Shrine of the  
Immaculate Conception.

The mosaic is a replica of the sacred painting  
that resides at the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace, 
also known as the Sanctuary of Montenero, in 
Livorno. Our Lady of Grace of Montenero  
is the patron of Tuscany.

Popular legend has it that this sacred image of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was found by a crippled 
shepherd in 1345 at the foot of a hill. A voice 
asked him to carry the painting to the top of the 
hill, Monte Nero. The shepherd did as requested 
and upon summiting was miraculously healed.

The mosaic of Our Lady of Montenero was 
enshrined below the stained glass window of  
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in the Chapel of  
Saint Louise de Marillac in the Basilica’s Great  
Upper Church.

It was at the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace of 
Montenero, in Liverno, in 1804, that Elizabeth 
Ann Seton had a profound experience of the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, which led to 
her conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1805.

Mother Seton, as she became known, founded the 
first new community of religious women in the 

United States in 1809. Named the Sisters of 
Charity, this community, celebrating its 
bicentennial in 2009, was modeled after the 
Daughters of Charity founded by Saint Vincent  
de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.

Appropriately, the Dedication Mass was held in 
the Basilica’s Miraculous Medal Chapel whose  
side chapels are those of Saint Vincent de Paul  
and Saint Louise de Marillac and gifts of the 
Daughters of Charity, among others.

Monsignor Walter R. Rossi, Rector of the Basilica, 
welcomed Bishop Simone Giusti of Livorno, and 
members of Livorno’s Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish—the first parish in the world named for 
the saint. Monsignor Rossi expressed special 
appreciation to its pastor, Don Gino Franchi, 
whose efforts brought Our Lady of Montenero to 
grace the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception.

Our Lady of  
Montenero Dedicated 

Bishop Simone Giusti of Livorno, Italy, and Monsignor Walter Rossi, Rector of the Basilica, dedicate the new mosaic, Our Lady of Montenero.

Members of Elizabeth Ann Seton parish of Livorno, Italy, traveled 
to the United States with their pastor and bishop for the  
dedication of Our Lady of Montenero.
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On Friday, June 19, 2009, on the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Washington, celebrated Mass 
inaugurating the Year for Priests. The midday 
Mass coincided simultaneously with Pope 
Benedict XVI’s celebration of Solemn Vespers 
inaugurating the Year for Priests in Rome.

Cardinal McCarrick was joined by 31 
concelebrating priests. Among those 
concelebrating was a priest of 51 years as well  
as a brand new priest ordained not even a week.

In his homily, Cardinal McCarrick spoke of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the solemnity 
celebrated this day, as “the sacred love of God for 
us.” He spoke of the priesthood as a great gift and 
noted that, “There is a priesthood of all of us…
whether we were ordained or baptized into it.”  
He beckoned the faithful, “You are a priestly 
people! Celebrate with and for us!”

Cardinal McCarrick spoke of St. John Vianney, 
the patron saint of priests in whose honor Pope 
Benedict XVI inaugurated the Year for Priests, on 
the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the death 
of the holy Cure d’Ars.  

He noted that, “St. John Vianney was a great 
priest, not because he could write well, but that he 
could love well…this was a man who loved the 
Lord and the Lord was in him.” His Eminence 
asked the congregation to pray that we, “will have 
the same love, gentleness, kindness and trust of St. 
John Vianney because in that is real holiness and 
real priesthood.”

At the end of the liturgy, delivering closing 
remarks, Monsignor Walter R. Rossi, Rector of  

the Basilica, urged that we pray for priests more 
fervently and thank them more frequently.”   
He then expressed his gratitude to Cardinal 
McCarrick and to the priests who concelebrated 
the Inaugural Mass of the Year for Priests. He 
especially thanked them for their service to  
the Church, at which time Mass attendees 
spontaneously responded with a standing  
ovation and sustained applause.

Year for Priests  
Inaugural Mass

In observance of the Year for Priests declared by Pope Benedict XVI, June 19, 2009 through  
June 19, 2010, the Basilica has extended Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in  

the Crypt Church on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings following the 8:30 a.m.  
Mass, concluding with Benediction at 12 noon. This is in addition to the Basilica’s regular schedule  
of Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday mornings following the 8:30 a.m.  

Mass through Benediction at 12 noon and Friday afternoons following the 12:10 p.m.  
Mass concluding with Benediction at 5 p.m. All are invited to participate in this additional  

opportunity for devotion during the Year for Priests.

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick delivers a rousing homily. 

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Monsignor Walter Rossi, and 31 priests 
celebrate the Inaugural Mass for the Year for Priests.

Nancy W
iechec/Catholic New

s Service
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The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception had the great 

honor of hosting the Episcopal Ordination of 
Joseph Augustine Di Noia, O.P., on Saturday, 
July 11, 2009; this after Pope Benedict XVI 
named the U.S. Dominican priest Titular 
Archbishop of Oregon City and Secretary of 
the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments on June 16.

Archbishop Di Noia had served as 
Undersecretary of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith at the Vatican since  
Pope John Paul II’s appointment of him to the 
position in 2002. There, he worked for then-
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict 
XVI.

Prior to his service to the Church at the Vatican, 
New York native Archbishop Di Noia lived and 
worked for many years in Washington, D.C. He 
taught at the Dominican House of Studies and 
the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage 
and Family. He also served as Executive Director 
of the Secretariat for Doctrine and Pastoral 
Practices at the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and as Director of the 
Intercultural Forum for Studies in Faith and 
Culture, a Catholic think tank at the John Paul 
II Cultural Center. In addition to being ordained 
to the priesthood in Washington, Archbishop  

Di Noia was ordained to the 
diaconate at the National 
Shrine where 30 years later 
he would be ordained a 
bishop.

The Ordination to the 
Order of Bishop of Joseph 
Augustine Di Noia, O.P., 
began with a procession of 
148 priests, 16 Bishops and 
4 Cardinals through the 
Great Upper Church of the 
Basilica that was filled with 
over 2,200 people.

His Eminence, Cardinal William Levada, 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, served as principal consecrator. 
Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of Washington, 
and Archbishop Emeritus of Louisville, Thomas 
C. Kelly, O.P., served as co-consecrators.

Archbishop Wuerl, also Chairman of the 
Basilica’s Board of Trustees, delivered opening 
remarks welcoming Cardinal Levada and 
Archbishop Kelly as well as Cardinal William 
Baum, Archbishop Emeritus of Washington and 
Major Penitentiary Emeritus of the Catholic 
Church; Cardinal Adam Maida, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Detroit; and Cardinal Justin Rigali, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia. He also welcomed 
his brother bishops and archbishops, members 
of the Order of Preachers, women and men in 
consecrated life, and distinguished guests, most 
especially, Archbishop-Elect Di Noia. 

Archbishop Wuerl proclaimed, “To one and all, 
know that your presence here is a recognition of 
the importance of what is about to happen as 
Holy Mother Church once again reaffirms the 
tie we have in this ancient and sacred ritual that 
connects us directly with the Apostles.”

Mass proceeded with the First Reading, 
Responsorial Psalm, Second Reading, and  
the Gospel.  

Basilica Hosts Episcopal 
Ordination of Newly 
Appointed Vatican Secretary
Archbishop Joseph Augustine Di Noia, O.P.
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Archbishop Di Noia lies prostrate during the Rite of Ordination.

Paul Haring/Catholic New
s Service
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Following this, the Rite of Ordination of a 
Bishop commenced with the Presentation of the 
Bishop-elect; the Reading of the Apostolic Letter, 
the official document from Pope Benedict XVI 
appointing the Reverend Joseph Augustine  
Di Noia, O.P., as Bishop; and the Consent  
of the People, whose assent was demonstrated  
by applause.

Principal Consecrator Cardinal William Levada 
then delivered the homily in which he explained 
the elements of the Rite of Ordination that was 
to take place and discussed the role of a bishop 
as that of Christ—priest, teacher and shepherd.  

Cardinal Levada also explained that, though 
assigned the titular see of Oregon City, 
Archbishop Di Noia’s “episcopal ministry will 
have as its focus the solicitude of all the churches 
as he serves his brother bishops and their people 
through his work in the Roman Dicastery” in his 
role as Secretary to the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments.

Following the homily, the Rite of Ordination 
continued with the Examination of the 
Candidate, the Litany of Supplication, the 
Laying on of Hands and Prayer of Ordination, 
the Anointing of the Head, the Presentation of 
the Book of Gospels, and the Handing on of the 
Insignia which involved placing the Ring on the 
ring finger, the Miter on the head, and the 
Pastoral Staff or Crosier in the hand of the newly 
ordained bishop, Archbishop Joseph Augustine 
Di Noia, O.P.

The Rite concluded with the seating of the 
newly ordained bishop and the Kiss of Peace.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist proceeded with 
Archbishop Di Noia joining the principal 
consecrator and his co-consecrators at the altar 
for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

Following Communion, Archbishop Di Noia 
with Miter and Crosier, was led through  
the Basilica, offering his blessing to all those 
gathered. Then, prior to the Solemn Blessing 
and Dismissal, Archbishop Di Noia humbly 
addressed the congregation, delivering  
the following closing remarks, his first  
as Archbishop:

“My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, there is an 
understandable temptation at the end of a glorious 
celebration like this one to congratulate ourselves; 
but it is to God the glory belongs.

To God who has blessed the Church with Pope 
Benedict XVI, successor of Peter and Vicar of Christ 
on earth, may this feast of his patron, Saint 
Benedict, give him grace and the joy that comes 
from serving Christ faithfully.

To God who today has blessed us in a special way 
with the Apostolic Ministry of Cardinal Levada, 
Archbishop Wuerl, Archbishop Kelly and the other 
bishops present; may Christ the Good Shepherd 
sustain them in their service to the Church.

To God who has so abundantly blessed the 
Dominican Order, may the Order of Preachers, 
under the mantle of the Mother of God, continue  
to flourish in fraternal love purified in obedience  
to the truth.

To God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be glory now 
and forevermore!”

 
Archbishop Di Noia receives the Crosier and is officially seated as a newly ordained bishop by Cardinal William Levada.

Paul Haring/Catholic New
s Service



The Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception welcomes 

Father Vito A. Buonanno as its new Director  
of Pilgrimages.  

A priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn, Father 
Buonanno was ordained in 1981. From 1999 
until his appointment to the Basilica, he served as 
the Pastor of the Church of the Ascension in 
Elmhurst, New York. During this time, he also 
served as Interim Director of Liturgy for the 
Diocese of Brooklyn from 2005 to 2007 and as 
Associate Director of Liturgy from 2007 to 2009. 
As Pastor and Interim and Associate Director of 
Liturgy, Father Buonanno assisted the Diocese of 
Brooklyn with pilgrimages to the National Shrine.

Regarding his new assignment at the Basilica, 
Father Buonanno says, “I am very happy to be 
here and am excited about the position.  I am 
grateful to all who have made the transition easy 
for me, most especially Monsignor Rossi, Father 
Weston and the staff.”

Of Father Buonanno’s arrival, Monsignor Walter 
R. Rossi, Rector of the Basilica, states, “We’re 
delighted that Bishop DiMarzio has released 
Father Buonanno to serve as the Shrine’s Director 
of Pilgrimages and thankful to Father for 
accepting this position. Father Buonanno comes 
to us with a wealth of pastoral experience, most 
recently as a pastor for the past ten years. After 
only a few short weeks at Mary’s House, I am 
confident that Father Buonanno’s gentle spirit and 
kind demeanor will be a blessing to both our 
pilgrims and staff.”

Father Buonanno replaces Father Joseph T. 
Holcomb, also a priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn.  
Father Holcomb returned to his diocese on July 1 
upon his appointment as Pastor of Saint Andrew 
Avellino in Flushing, New York, the first parish he 
was assigned to following his ordination 29 years 
ago. Upon his departure, Monsignor Rossi 
expressed his appreciation to Father Holcomb for 
his devotion to Mary’s Shrine and wished him 
many blessings in his new ministry.

Robert Isacson

Welcome  
Father Vito Buonanno
                              New Director of Pilgrimages

September 11 & 12	 CMSWR Eucharistic Congress
September 19		  Diocese of Trenton
September 26		  Catholic Music Association of America (CMAA)
October 2		  World Apostolate of Fatima Children’s Holy Hour
October 3		  Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
			   Archdiocese of New York Harlem Vicariate
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Upcoming Pilgrimage events At  the National Shrine 



The practice of pilgrimage is rooted 
in Judaic tradition and the journey to 

Jerusalem. In the early days of Christianity,  
the faithful continued this tradition, eagerly 
journeying to the Holy Land to visit and pray at 
those places associated with the life of Christ.

During the sixth century, the pilgrimage became  
a penitential exercise. At the beginning of the 
tenth century, it assumed the character and  
form of tourism. In time, pilgrimages became  
acts of religious devotion that included not  
only penitential themes, but also those of  
intercession and gratitude. Shrines dedicated to 
the Blessed Mother were the major pilgrimage 
sites and remain so today.  

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception is designated by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
as a pilgrimage church. It is also the preeminent 
Marian Shrine of the United States.  

With over 70 chapels and oratories dedicated 
to the Blessed Mother and peoples from 
countries around the world, the Basilica 
offers pilgrims the opportunity to make a 
pilgrimage to many of the great Marian 
shrines of the world and receive the same 
graces and indulgences.

As in the devotional tradition of centuries past, 
pilgrims may participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, Mass and special devotions 
offered daily at the Basilica.

Pilgrims may also take guided tours, find 
religious items and books in our Gift Shop  
and Bookstore, and dine in our cafeteria.

The Basilica receives individual pilgrims every  
day as well as hundreds of thousands of pilgrims 
through scores of diocesan, ethnic and group 
pilgrimages throughout the year.  

Dioceses, churches, schools, bus tours and other 
groups of all sizes are always welcome.

To schedule a pilgrimage for groups of 150 
people or more, please contact Father Vito A. 
Buonanno, Director of Pilgrimages. Groups sized 
15 to 150 may contact Sister Miriam MacLean, 
Director of Visitors Services. Both may be 
reached by calling 202-526-8300.  

For more information, please visit the Basilica’s 
website at www.nationalshrine.com.

Welcome  
Father Vito Buonanno
                              New Director of Pilgrimages

The Basilica
A Pilgrimage Church

Robert Isacson

October 10		  Diocese of Arlington
October 11		  Archdiocese of Washington
October 17		  Diocese of Wilmington
October 24		  Diocese of Harrisburg
November 7		  Diocese of Greensburg
November 14 &15	 North American Congress on Mercy
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Upcoming Pilgrimage events At  the National Shrine 



Trinity Dome  
Design Competition
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Two freshman architecture students were the 
first place winners of the Trinity Dome 

Design Competition sponsored by the Basilica  
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception and open to all students of The 
Catholic University America (CUA).

Corey August of Kensington, Maryland, and 
Philip Goolkasian of Fresno, California, students 
of Catholic University’s School of Architecture, 
teamed up to design spatial concepts of the 
Basilica’s Great Dome, the Trinity Dome, 
winning the $1000 first prize. The freshman  
team amazingly edged out six other teams  
that were comprised of CUA graduate  
students of architecture.  

On behalf of the Basilica’s Iconography 
Committee chaired by Cardinal Justin Rigali, the 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Monsignor Walter 
Rossi, Rector of the Basilica, announced the 
winners and congratulated all participants for 
their wonderful design concepts. He exclaimed, 

“Your entries are inspiring and creative…your 
enlightened minds have enlightened us!”

The design competition represents a first step 
toward completing the last piece of the National 
Shrine’s original iconographic plan, the mosaic 
ornamentation of the interior of the Basilica’s 
“Great” Trinity Dome.

Winners Announced

From left to right: CUA Provost James Brennan; Randall Ott, CUA Dean 
of the School of Architecture and Planning; Award Winner Corey August; 
Monsignor Walter R. Rossi, Rector of the Basilica; and Award Winner 
Philip Goolkasian.

Charity & Social Service 
Award Program Underway
The Basilica of the National Shrine of 

the Immaculate Conception 
has invited all Dioceses of the 
United States to participate in 
its new Charity and Social 
Service Award program, 
inaugurated during its 
Jubilee Year.

Through this new biennial 
awards program established 
by the Basilica, each diocese 
may submit a nomination of a 
sophomore or junior high school 
student or group whose efforts 
demonstrate “charity in action” as urged by Pope 
Benedict XVI at the youth rally held at St. Joseph’s 

Seminary in Yonkers, New York, during  
his April 2008 Apostolic Visit to  

the United States.

The Basilica will select five 
nominees to receive the Charity 
and Social Service Award in 
person, with a paid trip to 
Washington, D.C.  

The first awards will be 
conferred in the spring  

of 2010.

For further information on the  
Charity and Social Service Awards program, 

including eligibility, criteria and timeline, please 
visit www.nationalshrine.com/award.

Ed Pfueller/CUA
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Nationally & Worldwide

Basilica Broadcast  
to the Faithful

Thanks to EWTN, the Eternal Word Television 
Network, viewers from around the world have  
the opportunity to participate in Masses broadcast 
from the Basilica throughout the year to include 
the Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve, the Annual 
Masses for Life, Holy Thursday’s Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper, the Solemn Easter Vigil, and  
the Solemnities of All Saints and the  
Immaculate Conception.  

Other EWTN broadcasts from the Basilica 
include the Annual Christmas Concert, the World 
Apostolate of Fatima Children’s Eucharistic Holy 
Hour, and the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA, Annual Memorial Mass.

Added to this year’s broadcast schedule was the 
Episcopal Ordination Mass of The Most Reverend 
Augustine Di Noia, O.P., Secretary of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, as Titular 
Archbishop of Oregon City. This Mass was 
carried live in partnership by EWTN, Catholic 
TV, and the Basilica.

Launched in 1955 in the Archdiocese of  
Boston, Catholic TV is expanding its presence 
throughout New England and across the United 
States on television and via the internet at  
www.catholictv.com.

Dubbed America’s Catholic Television Network, 
Catholic TV dedicated the month of July 2009  
to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, which is often referred 
to as America’s Catholic Church.

The Basilica was the focus of Catholic TV’s 
Catholic Destinations program with Kevin Nelson; 
The Rosary with Father Reed, with the praying of 
the Luminous and Glorious Mysteries from the 
Basilica’s Great Upper Church; and a three-part 
mini-series titled Gospel in Mosaic, featuring art of 
the Basilica presented by Archbishop Donald W. 
Wuerl of Washington, Chairman of the Basilica’s 
Board of Trustees.

The Solemn Mass of Easter Sunday, celebrated by 
Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of Washington on 
April 12, 2009, at 12 noon, was broadcast live for 
the very first time from the Basilica by Sirius and 
XM Satellite Radio’s The Catholic Channel.  

Operated by the Archdiocese of New York and 
available to Sirius and XM Satellite Radio 
subscribers nationwide, The Catholic Channel 
provides Masses, talk shows, educational 
programming and music.

The Catholic Channel plans to broadcast the 
Solemn Mass of Christmas live from the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception at 12 noon on Christmas Day. 

Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of Washington presents a new series Gospel in Mosaic for Catholic TV from the Basilica.

Catholic Standard/Archdiocese of W
ashington
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Paul Haring/CNS

The above text is an excerpt from the Introduction of Jubilee 2009—A Photographic 
History of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
a limited edition hardcover commemorative book available for purchase in both the Gift Shop 
and Bookstore of the Basilica. You may also order online at www.nationalshrineshops.com or 
via telephone by calling the National Shrine Shops toll-free at 1-800-333-4411.

Jubilee 2009
By Geraldine M. Rohling, Ph.D, M.A.Ed 
Archivist and Curator

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception was the first work 

of a national character undertaken by the 
Catholic Church in the United States of 
America. The construction of this church was  
the embodiment of the faith and devotion of 
centuries of explorers and visionaries, of patriots 
and pioneers.

On November 20, 1959, the solemn  
dedication of this National Shrine marked the 
coming of age of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the United States of America, the nation it 
helped to found and form. Today, in this votive 
church of pilgrimage, an immigrant nation 
continues to weave its rich devotional garment, 
diverse in its ethnic and national identities.  

This church, which is so deeply 
sunk in tradition and yet so distinc-
tive, speaks of America’s “Catholic 
heart.”

The Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception is 
“church,” a vibrant center of  
worship, and it is “Church,” that 
quiet inner place wherein God 
dwells. It is a repository of  
memories, a page in American 
history and that of the Church in 
America; it is a family album of a 
living and growing faith.  

There could not be a more  
eloquent summation of the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception and its 
mission than that given by the 
“builder” of the superstructure and 
the fifth director of the Shrine, 
Monsignor (later Bishop)  
Thomas J. Grady:

“As time passes...the meaning of  
the Shrine will become ever more 
profoundly true. As decades pass,  

the Shrine will age gracefully as a building. 
...When children, their children, and their chil-
dren’s children shall have prayed in the Shrine, 
then the Shrine will be a repository of memo-
ries—memories of ceremonies, of events, of 
countless visits—it will be history standing out 
of the past, sheltering the present [and] awaiting 
new days. It will be part of America. It will be, 
caught up into stone, an expression of...love and 
trust...It will stand older than some of the states 
of the Union, holding communion both with 
its own past and also with the people it newly 
embraces.” (The American Ecclesiastical Review, 
October 1959: 218, 231)



Visit Our National Shrine Shops Website at www.nationalshrineshops.com

Basilica of the National Shrine Jubilee Commemoratives
Celebrate the first fifty years of the National Shrine with these special 
Jubilee gifts. 

1201 Matted Watercolor Reproduction of the Hugh Ferriss watercolor 
of the National Shrine. 5”x7” Image. 8”x10” Matte. $19.95

1202 Ceramic Coffee Mug 10 oz. ceramic mug featuring Hugh 
Ferriss watercolor of the Basilica. Gift Boxed. $9.95

1203 Porcelain Ornament Featuring watercolor by Hugh Ferriss. 
3” oval with satin ribbon for hanging. Gift Boxed. $12.95

1204 Limited Edition Jubilee Medal Gilded Bronze Medal made 
in Italy to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Dedication of  
the Basilica. Leather Box with numbered certificate of registration  
included. $75.00

Exclusive European Crystal Rosary Gifts
Beautiful rosaries featuring tin cut European sparkling clear crystal  
7mm beads, hand polished. All Beautifully Gift Boxed in National  
Shrine Jewelry Cases.

1205 One Decade Rosary features Miraculous Medal center 
and crucifix. $29.95

1206 Rosary with Miraculous Center and sparkle cut crucifix. 
30” long. $49.95 

1207 Rosary Bracelet with Miraculous Medal and Cross. 
Fits wrists up to 7”diameter. $19.95

Renaissance Collection Statues
Impressively detailed resin and stone mix statues feature a  
rich metallic gold tone filigree base. A beautiful complement  
to home or office.

1208 Our Lady of Grace Beautiful and peacefully gracious. 
10” high. $49.95

1209 Crucifix with Stand Realistic crucifix can be removed and 
wall mounted. 8” high. $29.95 

1210 Sacred Heart of Jesus Warm and loving. 10” high. $49.95

Breathtaking Devotional Jewelry
Beautiful handcrafted jewelry made in the USA.

1211 Crystal Baguette Necklace Set in sterling silver this 3/4” cross 
with an 18” rhodium finish chain makes a cherished gift.  
Gift Boxed. $39.95

1212 Miraculous Medal Necklace Blue enamel miraculous medal 
set in sterling with an 18” non-tarnish chain.  
Gift Boxed. $59.95

1213 Vatican Collection Crystal Necklace Filigree center sets off the 
crystal baguettes that make up this stunning 1½” cross on an 18” chain.  
Gift Boxed. $49.95

Gifts   from

Mary’s Shrine

All proceeds from your purchases from Mary’s Shrine directly support the mission and ministry of the Basilica. Thank you for your support!



use attached order form or call toll-free 1-800-333-4411

CDs

Meditational

Gifts   from

Mary’s Shrine
1214 Il Divo: 
The Promise CD: 
Il Divo features four 
of the greatest 
operatic voices in the 
world who come 

together to create their unique signature sound 
and re-interpret popular romantic and spiritual 
songs. Singing with lovely harmonies and real 
emotion, these powerful four voices combine 
with complex melodies and rich orchestra 
music to create a moving listening experience. 
Songs include Amazing Grace, The Power of 
Love, Hallelujah, Adagio, La Luna, The Promise, 
and more.  $18.95

1215 Yo-Yo Ma: 
Songs of Joy & 
Peace CD: 
Acclaimed cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma together 
with a remarkable 

group of friends produced this incredible 
album of uplifting music, full of a rich tapestry 
of sounds – classical, jazz, Celtic, spiritual. 
Artists performing with Ma include Alison 
Krauss, James Taylor, Chris Botti, Dave 
Brubeck, Renee Fleming, Edgar Meyer, Diana 
Krall and more. A generous list of 22 songs 
includes The Wexford Carol, All Through the 
Night, Touch of the Hand of Love, Here Comes 
the Sun, Joy to the World, Auld Lang Syne, 
gorgeous variations of Dona Nobis Pacem, and 
12 more. $18.95

1216 Irish Tenors: 
We Three Kings 
CD: Among the 
inevitable multitude 
of Christmas music 
releases, there are 

always a few that are destined to stand out. 
This is one such album. The trio’s Celtic 
shadings as well as their diverse range of 
influences impart considerable warmth and 
compelling new dimensions to these holiday 
favorites, such as It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear, I’ll Be Home For Christmas, Mary’s Boy 
Child, We Three Kings, O Holy Night, and the 
gospel traditional How Great Thou Art, and 
many more. $17.95

1217 Padre Pio 
Miracle Man DVD: 
This movie captures 
the Capuchin friar’s 
intense faith and 
devotion, and deep 
spiritual concern for 
others, as well as his 
great compassion for 

the sick and suffering. It reveals the amazing 
details and events in Padre Pio’s life as a boy 
and throughout his 50 years as a friar, 
dramatizing the frequent attacks of the Devil 
on him, as well as the persecution he suffered 
at the hands of people, including those in the 
Church.  Italian with English subtitles or 
dubbed in English. $24.95

1218 Testimony: 
Untold Story of 
Pope John Paul II 
DVD: Narrated by 
Michael York, 
Testimony is a 
groundbreaking 
feature film 
documentary event 

that chronicles the untold story of Pope John 
Paul II, a man who touched the lives of billions.  
Recounted through in-depth interviews with 
the Pontiff’s trusted advisor and right-hand 
man for 40 years, Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, 
and blended with recently uncovered and 
never-before-seen archival footage of John 
Paul’s early career and eventual ascendancy to 
the papacy, Testimony is full of new and 
fascinating revelations about the late Holy 
Father. $19.95

1219 St. Rita DVD: 
Famous as the patron 
of hopeless situations, 
St. Rita of Cascia is 
immortalized in this 
deeply moving film 
about a beautiful 
woman who lived in 
Italy in the 14th 

century. This powerful story combines high 
drama, great love, deep betrayal, profound 
forgiveness and strong faith as it tells the story 
of this brave woman who married her knight, 
helped him convert to faith, bore him two 
children, and later endured immense pain as 
she loses everything. She finds peace and new 
hope through the generosity of a nearby 
convent of sisters, and with their help she 
develops a deep union with Christ. Italian with 
English subtitles or dubbed in English. $24.95

1220 Story of a 
Soul: Two and a half 
years before her 
death in 1897 at the 
age of 24, as Thérèse 
Martin began writing 
down her childhood 
memories at the 

request of her blood sisters in the Lisieux 
Carmel, few could have guessed the eventual 
outcome. Yet this “story of my soul,” first 
published in 1898 quickly became a modern 
spiritual classic, read by millions and translated 
into dozens of languages around the world.  
Find out why St. Thérèse of Lisieux has 
become such a beloved saint to so many! 
$13.95

1221 Mystic Monk 
Coffee: Mystic Monk 
Coffee is small-batch 
coffee roasted by  
Carmelite Monks  
in Wyoming.  The 
Carmelite Monks are 
contemplative monks 

who spend their life hidden in prayer.  They 
maintain their life by roasting coffee in the 
solitude near the Rocky Mountains. The monks 
put all of their drive for perfection into every 
roast of coffee they produce. Their gourmet 
coffee is a favorite of many coffee drinkers and 
has received outstanding reviews. View our 
website for more favorite blends. 12 oz. bag. 
$10.00

1222 Take Five: 
On-the-Job 
Meditations with 
St. Ignatius. Build 
your career while you 
build your faith by 
discovering the 
balance and insight of 

one of history’s greatest workers–St. Ignatius–
founder of the Jesuits.  Literally designed and 
written to be used in short breaks from work, 
there are three prompts following each 
meditation to help you apply St. Ignatius’s 
teaching to interpersonal issues, stress, office 
politics, goal setting, moral issues, and more.  
$9.95

DVDs



Visit Our National Shrine Shops Website at www.nationalshrineshops.com

Gifts   from

Mary’s Shrine
1223 Daily Roman 
Missal. First 
published over 15 
years ago, the Daily 
Roman Missal is an 
essential resource for 
anyone who wants to 
grow closer to the 

Eucharist. This second printing of the sixth 
edition includes all Sunday and weekday Mass 
readings (New American Bible with Revised 
New Testament), all the readings from the 
Proper of Saints, all liturgical texts for the cycle 
of seasons, and over 300 pages of devotions 
and prayers. Burgundy Bonded Leather. 
$60.00

1224 Catholic 
Bible Dictionary. 
More than a 
generation has 
passed since the 
appearance of the 
last major Catholic 
Bible dictionary. Scott 

Hahn, internationally renowned theologian and 
biblical scholar, has inspired millions with his 
insight into the Catholic faith. Now he brings us 
this important reference guide, written 
specifically for Catholics, which contains more 
than five thousand clear and accessible entries 
and covers a wide range of people, places, and 
topics.  From Genesis to Revelation, the whole 
of salvation history is presented and explained 
in smart, easy-to-understand prose. $45.00

1225 Ignatius 
New Testament & 
Psalms. A new 
design of the popular 
Ignatius Revised 
Standard Version-
Catholic Edition Bible, 
with minor revisions 

to some of the archaic language used in the 
first edition. This second edition of the RSV 
doesn’t put the biblical text through a filter to 
make it acceptable to current tastes and 
prejudices, and it retains the beauty of the RSV 
language that has made it such a joy to read 
and reflect on the Word of God.  This small 
compact volume contains the complete New 
Testament and Psalms and features a beautiful 
leather cover along with gold-edged pages 
and a silk ribbon marker. $19.95 

1226 Padre Pio: 
Man of Hope. When 
people write about 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina 
(1887-1968), author 
Renzo Allegri felt they 
tended to dwell on the 
penitential aspect of his 

life, thereby giving a somewhat dark and 
medieval tinge to his personality.  However, 
Padre Pio was a man of hope. Throughout his 
life, in the midst of the most difficult trials, he 
always looked to the future with a spirit of 
optimism, faith, and love.  In this intimate 
biography, you will see the results of this 
humble Capuchin’s prayers and discover  
for yourself the true Source of his great  
hope. $13.99

1227 Saints 
Behaving Badly. 
Saints are not born, 
they are made.  And 
many, as Saints 
Behaving Badly reveals, 
were made of very 
rough materials indeed.  

The first book to lay bare the less than saintly 
behavior of 32 venerated holy men and 
women, it presents the scandalous, spicy, and 
sleazy detours they took on the road to 
sainthood.  Exploring sources from a wide 
range of periods and places, Thomas 
Craughwell discovered a veritable rogues 
gallery of sinners-turned-saint. Written with wit 
and respect (each profile ends with what 
inspired the saint to give up his or her wicked 
ways), Saints Behaving Badly will entertain, 
inform, and inspire. $15.95

1228 Saints: A 
Year in Faith and 
Art. This richly 
illustrated, unique 
volume portrays more 
than 375 Catholic 
saints, arranged by 
the days of the year 

on which each beatified figure is honored. The 
images range from world-famous works of art 
by such masters as Caravaggio, Rubens, 
Velázquez, and El Greco to more modern and 
lesser-known depictions.  Encompassing 
angels and abbots, mystics and martyrs, 
priests and prophets, virgins and visionaries, 
the exquisite saint portraits in these pages  
will not only inspire Catholics, but will also 
fascinate scholars and art historians. See our 
website for beautiful Saints 2010 Calendar. 
$19.95

1229 Breakfast 
with Benedict: 
Daily Readings. 
Imagine starting 
every morning with 
the Holy Father! How 
would your routine 
and daily preparation 

change based on these brief moments of 
inspiration, insight, and invitations to prayer?  
Now, you can do exactly that with these five-
minute reflections to center your heart and 
mind on Christ before the noise of each day 
begins. Excerpts from Pope Benedict XVI’s 
homilies, speeches, documents, and writings 
will inspire, encourage, and challenge you  
to a greater devotion to Christ in everything 
you do. $15.95

1230 Charity in Truth 
(Caritas in Veritate). 
Pope Benedict’s third 
encyclical, Charity in Truth 
(Caritas in Veritate), 
applies the themes of his 
first two encyclicals—
love and hope (God Is 

Love, Saved in Hope)—to the world’s major 
social issues.  Drawing on moral truths open, 
in principle, to everyone (the natural law) as 
well as on the teachings of the gospel 
(revelation), Pope Benedict addresses Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike, challenging us all to 
recognize and then to confront the social evils 
of our day.  This beautiful hardcover edition 
makes a great addition to any Catholic’s 
library. $14.95

1231 Benedictus: 
Day by Day with 
Pope Benedict XVI. 
Start every day with a 
meditation from Pope 
Benedict.  Edited by Fr. 
Peter John Cameron, 
O.P., (the editor of 

Magnificat), Benedictus is compiled from 
books, talks, and homilies by the Holy Father.  
In the same style of the Magnificat missal, this 
volume gives 366 meditations for every day of 
the year. Each meditation is accompanied by 
two masterpieces of sacred art, helping you 
with your prayer and reflection. A hardcover 
volume with an elegant ribbon marker in papal 
colors, Benedictus is the perfect gift for any 
Catholic seeking to know our Holy Father or  
to deepen their spiritual life. $24.95 

Devotional Books

Pope Benedict XVI Books

Saints Books
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Leaving a Legacy 
Remembering the  
National Shrine  
in Your Will

 

A publication of the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception

Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector

Reverend Michael D. Weston
Director of Liturgy

Reverend Vito A. Buonanno
Director of Pilgrimages

Reverend Raymond A. Lebrun, O.M.I.
Spiritual Director

Jacquelyn Hayes
Director of Communications & Editor

Location
	 400 Michigan Avenue, NE
	 Washington, DC 20017
	 Tel: 202-526-8300
	 Fax: 202-526-8313
	 info@nationalshrine.com
	 www.nationalshrine.com

Shrine Hours
	 7 am – 7 pm (April – October)
	 7 am – 6 pm (November – March)

Sunday Masses
	 5:15 pm (Saturday Vigil)
	 7:30 am, 9 am, 10:30 am
	 12 noon (Solemn Mass with Choir)
	 1:30 pm (Spanish Mass)
	 4:30 pm

Sunday Confessions
	 10 am – 12 noon
	 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm (Spanish)
	 2 pm – 4 pm

Monday-Saturday Masses
	 7 am, 7:30 am, 8 am, 8:30 am
	 12:10 pm, 5:15 pm

 

Monday – Saturday Confessions
	 7:45 am – 8:15 am
	 10 am – 12 noon
	 3:30 pm – 6 pm

Holy Days
	� Please contact the Basilica for  

Holy Day Schedules.

Guided Tours
	 Monday – Saturday
	 9 am, 10 am, 11 am, 1 pm, 2 pm, 3 pm 
	 Sunday
	 1:30 pm, 2:30 pm, 3:30 pm

Gift Shop & Book Store
	 Open Daily 
	 Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
	 Saturday - Sunday:
	 8:30 am - 7 pm (April - October)
	 8:30 am - 5:30 pm (November - March)

Cafeteria
	 Open Daily
	 7:30 am – 2 pm
	 (Sundays until 3 pm)
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When preparing, amending or adding a 
codicil to your Last Will and Testament, 

please consider remembering the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

Charitable bequests of a specific dollar amount,  
a percentage of your estate, or specific assets such  
as stock securities or real estate are a meaningful 
way to remember the National Shrine and leave  
a personal legacy.

To remember the Basilica of the National Shrine 
in your will, you may contact your attorney for 
assistance in making a bequest, or, you may simply 
include the following in your will:

I give, devise, and bequeath to the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, a 
body corporate of the District of Columbia, and  
located in Washington, D.C., (the sum of _____)  
or (__ % of rest residue, and remainder of my estate) 
or (__ shares of _____) or all my right, title and 
interest in the following described property _____).

Please feel free to contact the Basilica at  
202-526-8300 if we can provide you with  
further information or assistance.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration  
and continued support of Mary’s Shrine.


