


Michelangelo’s 
“The  Bruges Madonna and Child   ” 

December 7, 2009 - 4:00 PM
The Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception
400 Michigan Ave. NE
Washington, DC 20017

Lecture  - 4:15 PM
Dr. John T. Spike
Michelangelo biographer and 
Renaissance historian 

Michelangelo’s Bruges Madonna, LLC in 
cooperation with The Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception invites you to the 
unveiling exhibition of Michelangelo’s “The Bruges 
Madonna and Child.”
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ed Michelangelo’s “The Bruges Madonna and Child” is an authentic 

bronze replica cast from the only existing life-size plaster mold 
owned by the Fonderia Artistica Ferdinando Marinelli in Florence, 
the world-renowned bronze foundry. Marinelli carefully took the 
mold directly from the pristine original marble in 1932. 

The original sculpture has an intriguing history. Michelangelo 
created it around 1504, and it is the only sculpture by the 
master to leave Italy during the Renaissance as he sold it 
to Giovanni and Alessandro Moscheroni (Mouscron), a 
family of wealthy cloth merchants in Bruges, Belgium. 
In 1794, French Revolutionaries stole it and brought 
it to Paris, but it was returned after the defeat of 
Napoleon. In 1944, it was stolen by the Nazis but 
eventually recovered and returned to Bruges where it 
resides today in the Church of Our Lady.

Michelangelo’s concept for this masterpiece is 
different from that of his earliest Pietà, now at the 
Vatican. In the Bruges version, the Madonna has 
an equally serene countenance and youthful 
beauty but she looks away in sadness as 
her Christ Child appears to take His fi rst 
steps into the world to meet His fate for 
mankind. 

About the Masterpiece
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